
Aims: 
• To give you a look at the reading curriculum 

and the expectations for children in KS1.
• To give you more information about how we 

teach reading at school in KS1.
• To give ideas about how you can best 

support your child at home as they are learning 
to read.

‘Reading feeds pupils’ imagination and 
opens up a treasure house of wonder and 

joy for curious young minds.’
NC

Learning 

To Read

in 

KS1



KS1 Reading curriculum:
One of the aims of the National curriculum is to……

‘develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment’

The programmes of study for reading at key stages 1 and 2 consist of 2 dimensions:

• word reading       

• Skilled word reading involves both 
the speedy working out of the 
pronunciation of unfamiliar printed 
words (decoding) and the speedy 
recognition of familiar printed 
words.

• Underpinning both is the 
understanding that the letters on 
the page represent the sounds in 
spoken words.

• comprehension (both listening 

and reading).

• Good comprehension draws from 
knowledge of vocabulary and 
grammar and on knowledge of the 
world

• Comprehension skills develop 
through pupils’ experience of high-
quality discussion with the teacher, 
as well as from reading and 
discussing a range of stories, poems 
and non-fiction. 



How do children learn to read?
Phonics

Understanding that the letters on the page represent the sounds in spoken words.

Decoding unfamiliar words.
In school we use sound buttons to help us decode.

As well as learning the digraphs (2 letters) and trigraphs (3 letters),  in year 1 children learn the skill of blending

the sounds into words.

The children will be encouraged to use this skill whenever they encounter new words across all areas of the 

curriculum.

Watch the video to find out how sound buttons and blending can help you, 

to help your child at home.

Sound Buttons Video

Reading familiar words by sight.
See Year 1 and Year 2 common exception words.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pgd3HBGg7Hw


Comprehension

• Good comprehension draws from knowledge of vocabulary and grammar as well as  
knowledge of the world. 

• Comprehension skills develop through pupils’ experience of high-quality discussion with the 
teacher, as well as from reading and discussing a range of stories, poems and non-fiction.

• All pupils must be encouraged to read widely across both fiction and non-fiction to develop 

their knowledge of themselves and the world in which they live, to establish an

appreciation and love of reading, and to gain knowledge across the curriculum.

NC



How can you help at home?



Talking together
Talking together about words and pictures is important and can build a store 

of vocabulary. It also builds confidence and can be fun!

Involve other family members in your child’s reading and make reading 
something that your family enjoys together.

Notice print in the environment. It might be on road signs, posters, food 
packets, in a street or in a book.



Read together
Reading together can be a lovely shared experience.

5-10 minutes per day will build confidence and increase fluency.

Shared reading (taking it in turns to read), can be a useful technique for children who 
are reluctant to read at home. 

Reading with your child can reduce the pressure.

Take time to look at the pictures and talk about what you can see.

Try to relate what you are reading 

back to your lives……  ‘that’s like when we……’

Reading to your child is also important.

Sharing a range of books  gives your child a rich and varied            

reading diet and helps your child to develop a 

love of books and reading.



How can children improve their reading skills? 

Asking your child questions about       
what they have read builds 

important comprehension skills.

Have a look at the reading vipers  
to find out about good 

questions to ask your child when 
you are reading at home.



Vocabulary
Draw upon knowledge of vocabulary in order to understand the text. 

Example questions 

• What does the word ………. mean in this sentence? 

• Find and copy a word which means ………. 

• What does this word or phrase tell you about ………?

• Which word in this section do you think is the most important? 

• Why? 

• Which of the words best describes the character/setting/mood.

• Can you think of any other words the author could have used to

describe this.

• Why do you think ………. is repeated in this section?



Infer
Make inferences from the text. 

Example questions

• Why was……. feeling……..?

• Why did ………… happen? 

• Why did ………. say ……….?

• Can you explain why……….? 

• What do you think the author intended when they said……….?

• How does ………. make you feel? 



Predict
Predict what you think will happen based on the information 

that you have been given. 

Example questions

• Look at the book cover/blurb – what do you think this book 
will be about? 

• What do you think will happen next? What makes you think 
this? 

• How does the choice of character or setting affect what will 
happen next?

• What is happening? What do you think happened before? 
What do you think will happen after? 

• What do you think the last paragraph suggests will happen 
next?



Explain
Explain your preferences, thoughts and opinions about the 

text. 

Example questions

• Who is your favourite character? Why? 

• Why do you think all the main characters are girls in this 

book?

• Would you like to live in this setting? Why/why not? 

• Is there anything you would change about this story? 

• Do you like this text? What do you like about it?



Retrieve
Identify and explain the key features of fiction and nonfiction 

texts such as: characters, events, titles and information.

Example questions 

• What kind of text is this? 

• Who did…..? 

• Where did…..?

• When did…..? 

• What happened when…..? 

• Why did …….. happen? 

• How did …….? 

• How many…..? 

• What happened to……?



Sequence
Sequence the key events in the story. 

Example questions
• Can you number these events 1-5 in the order that they

happened 
• What happened after …….? 
• What was the first thing that happened in the story?
• Can you summarise in a sentence the opening/middle/end of

the story. 
• In what order do these chapter headings come in the story?



Why not try some of the titles in the book list below?


